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And  He  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks,  and  said, 
Take  this,  and  divide  it  among  yourselves : 
For  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink  of  the  fruit 
of  the  vine,  until  the  Kingdom  of  God  shall  come. 

And  He  took  bread,  and  gave  thanks,  and  brake  it, 
and  gave  unto  them,  saying,  This  is  my  body  which 
is  given  for  you :     this  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 

Likewise    also    the    cup    after   supper,    saying,    This 

cup   is   the    new    testament   in   my    blood    which   is 

shed  for  you. 

Luke  22 :  17-20 
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CHURCH   GROWTH 

Elder  Spencer  W.  Kimball,  of  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve,  disclosed  during  his  recent  tour  of 
the  Church's  three  missions  in  South  America, 
that  the  Church  membership  has  increased  by 
100,000  during  1958.  Elder  Kimball  also  stated 
that  he  believed  that  the  Church  membership 
will  double  its  present  one-and-a-half  million 
membership  within  the  next  twelve  years. 

Church  growth  has  been  impressive  in  South 
America  also.  The  membership  of  the  Argentine 
mission  has  grown  from  1,000  to  3,000  since  1949. 

CHOIR  ON  RECORD 

Columbia  has  recorded  a  collection  of  new 
hymns  and  traditional  spirituals  in  a  fine 
album  entitled  "The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd." 
The  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  Choir  sings  the 
numbers  in  what  has  been  called  a  significant 
collection  by  "one  of  the  country's  largest  and 
most  celebrated  choral  groups." 

CELEBRATES  BIRTHDAY 

Elder  George  Q.  Morris,  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  celebrated  his  85th  birthday  on 
February  20th.  Despite  the  fact  that  he  can 
look  back  on  many  years  of  service  to  the 
Church,  Elder  Morris  says,  "I  am  looking  ahead 
and  not  behind,  the  work  I'm  doing  is  the  most 
important  thing  in  the  world." 


WARD   HONOURED 

The  Claresholm,  Alberta  Ward  was  honoured  for  its  missionary 
activity  in  the  February  7th  issue  of  the  Church  News.  The  small  ward 
of  235,  boasts  a  total  of  eleven  missionaries  currently  serving  full  time 
missions  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  Six  of  these  missionaries  are 
labouring  in  the  South  African  Mission.  They  are:  Elders  Merril  and 
Ritchie  Whitehead,  Elders  Jacob  and  James  Whitehead,  Elder  Dale 
Heyland  and  Elder  Gordon  Rice. 
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THE  central  point  in  the  great 
plan  framed  in  the  Grand 
Council  of  Heaven  before  the  world 
was  formed,  was  the  redemption 
from  the  mortal  death  brought  by 
the  Fall,  and  this  mortality  was 
necessary  that  the  spirits  of  men 
might  be  tabernacled  in  the  flesh. 
(Moses  5:11).  His  who'e  earthly 
career  was  pivoted  about  his  aton- 
ing sacrifice,  h's  crucifixion  and 
resurrection.  He,  himself,  had  pro- 
posed the  plan.  Yet,  so  tutored, 
so  led,  so  destined,  so  knowing,  as 
the  hour  of  his  sacrifice  drew  near, 
his  mortal  heart  grew  fearsome. 

In  the  temple,  after  saying, 
"Except  a  corn  of  wheat  faU  into 
the  ground  and  die,  it  abideth 
alone:  but  if  it  die,  it  bringeth 
forth  much  fruit."  he  added,  sens- 
ing the  approaching  sacrifice,  "Now 
is  my  soul  troubled;  and  what 
shall  I  say?  Father,  save  me  from 
this  hour:  but  for  this  cause  came 
I  unto  this  hour."  (John  12:24-27.) 

In  Gethsemane  he  prayed: 
"Abba,  Father,  all  things  are  pos- 
sible unto  thee;  take  away  this 
cup  from  me:  ..."  but  then  im- 
mediately, the  divinity  in  him 
rising  and  taking  command,  he 
said,  "...  nevertheless  not  what 
I  will,  but  what  thou  wilt."  (Mark 
14:36;  Matthew  26:42.) 

Aj  they  met  the  Judas-led  mul- 
titude coming  to  arrest  him,  Peter 
cut  off  the  right  ear  of  Malchus. 
Jesus  said  unto  Peter:  "Put  up 
thy  sword  into  the  sheath:  the 
cup  which  my  Father  hath  given 
me.  shall  I  not  drink  it?"  (John 
18:10-11.) 

On  the  cross,  in  the  agony  of 
expir'ng  morta'ity,  he  cried  aloud 
to  the  Father:  "My  God,  my  God, 
whv  hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 
(Matthew  27:46.) 


THE   MESSIAHS   PLACE 

Of  the  Messiah's  p.ace  in  the 
divine  economy  of  God's  universe, 
John  declared: 

"In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
the  Word  was  God. 

"The  same  was  in  the  beginning 
with  God. 

"All  things  were  made  by  Him; 
and  without  Him  was  not  any 
thing  made  that   was  made. 

"In  Him  was  life!  and  the  life 
was  the  light  of  men. 

"And  the  light  shineth  in  dark- 
ness; and  the  darkness  compre- 
hended it  not."   (John  1:1-5.) 

To  the  woman  of  Samaria,  of 
whom  Jesus  asked  a  drink  of 
water  drawn  from  the  well  of 
Jacob,  Jesus  said  about  himself: 
"If  thou  knewest  the  gift  of  God, 
and  who  it  is  that  saith  to  thee, 
Give  me  to  drink;  thou  wouldest 
have  asked  of  him,  and  he  would 
have  given  thee  living  water  .  .  . 
whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water 
that  I  shall  give  him  shall  never 
thirst;  but  the  water  that  I  shall 
give  him  shall  be  in  him  a  well 
of  water  springing  up  into  ever- 
lasting life."   (John  4:10-14). 

To  the  multitude,  5,000  strong, 
which  he  had  fed  with  the  five 
loaves  and  two  fishes,  he  declared 
his  p'ace:  "I  am  the  bread  of  life: 
he  that  cometh  to  me  shall  never 
hunger:  and  he  that  believeth  on 
me  shall  never  thirst."  (John  6:35.) 

Again  as  he  taught  in  the  trea- 
sury of  the  temple,  he  spoke  to  the 
Pharisees  concerning  himself:  "I 
am  the  light  of  the  world:  he  that 
followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in 
darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light 
of  life."  (John  8:12). 
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To  the  people  in  the  temple 
courts,  he  declared:  "I  am  come  a 
light  into  the  world,  that  whoso- 
ever believeth  on  me  should  not 
abide  in  darkness."   (John  12:46.) 

And  in  the  upper  chamber  on 
the  night  of  the  last  supper,  dis- 
coursing to  his  disciples,  he  said: 
"I  am  th3  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father,  but  by  me."  (John  14:6.) 
He  told  them  of  his  going  away, 
saying,  "Whither  I  go,  thou  canst 
not  follow  me  now;  but  thou  shalt 
follow  Me  afterwards."  (John  13: 
33,  36.)  On  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
he  said:  "And  this  is  life  eternal, 
that  they  might  know  thee  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom 
thou  hast  sent."   (John  17:1-3.) 

Out  near  Bethany,  at  the  ascen- 
sion, as  a  cloud  enfolding  him,  hid 
him  from  sight  of  his  disciples, 
an  angel  declared:  "This  same 
Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you 
into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like 
maaner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go 
into  heaven."   (Acts  1:11.) 

Stephen,  before  he  "fell  asleep," 
battered  to  death  with  stones, 
"being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
looked  up  steadfastly  into  heaven, 
and  saw  the  glory  of  God,  and 
Jesus  standing  on  the  right  hand 
of  God.  And  said,  Behold,  I  see 
the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son 
of  man  standing  on  the  right  hand 
of  God,  ..."   (Acts  7:55-56.) 

He  is  Risen. 

Even  as  the  angel  said  to  the 
women  at  the  tomb  in  the  early 
morning   of   the   resurrection: 

"He  is  risen,"  and  "the  people 
which  sat  in  darkness  saw  great 
light;  and  to  them  which  sat  in 
the  region  and  shadow  of  death 
light  sprung  up."   (Matthew  4:16.) 

"He  is  risen,"  leaving  us  the 
word  that  salvation  is  in  him 
alone,  "for  there  is  none  other 
name  under  heaven  given  among 
men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 
(Acts  4:12.) 

.  He  is  risen,"  with  the  glorious 
promise  to  us  that  if  we  seek  first 
the  knigdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  the  things  of  this 
world  will  be  added.  (Matthew 
6:33.) 


"He  is  risen,"  trailing  death  his 
captive. 

"He  is  risen,"  the  "first  fruits  of 
them  that  slept."  (I  Corinthians, 
15:20.) 

"He  is  risen,"  that  all  men  may 
likewise  rise,  each  to  the  station 
and  glory  to  which  his  life  and 
works  and  testirr.ony  entitle  him, 
and  when  we  are  risen,  "shall  be 
brought  to  pass  the  saying  that  is 
written,  Death  is  swallowed  up  in 
victory.  O  death,  where  is  thy 
sting?  O  grave,  where  is  thy 
victory?"   (I  Corinthians  15:54-55.) 

"He  is  risen,"  that  as  in  Adam 
all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be 
made  alive;  for  even  "the  dead 
shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
God:  and  they  that  hear  shall 
live,"  (John  5:25).)  and  hearing, 
shall  be  "judged  according  to  men 
in  the  flesh,  but  live  according  to 
God  in  the  spirit."  (I  Peter  4:5-6.) 

For  well  nigh  two  full  millen- 
niums since  he  walked  and  talked 
with  men  and  from  today  till  time 
merges  into  the  eternities  to  come, 
the  divine  message  vouchsafed  to 
the  humble  Martha,  "cumbered 
about  much  serving,"  (Luke  10:40.) 
shall  bring  joy  to  God's  children: 
"I  am  tha  resurrection,  and  the 
life:  he  that  believeth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he 
live:  and  whosoever  liveth  and 
beMeveth  in  me  shall  never  die. 
Believest  thou  this?"  (John  11: 
24-26.) 

Then  from  this  household  drudge 
came  the  glorious  testimony,  un- 
equalled among  the  sayings  of  all 
others  with  whom  the  Christ 
mingled  in  Palestine,  save  alone 
by  the  words  of  the  fisherman, 
Peter:  "Yea,  Lord:  I  believe  that 
thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  which  should  come  into  the 
world."   (John  11:27.) 

May  ttr's  testimony,  which  is 
also  mine,  grow  in  the  hearts  of 
all  who  now  have  it  and  may  it 
come  to  all  who  yet  seek  till  they 
find  it,  that  they  may  have  eternal 
life,  I  humbly  pray,  in  the  name  of 
him  who  died  that  men  might  live, 
and  who  is  now  risen.    Amen. 


: «^» 

Easter  is  not  a  passport  to  another  world;  it  is  a  quality  of  perception  for 
this  one. — W.P.  Lemon. 
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AN  EASTER 
MESSAGE 


By  HOLLY  FISHER 


"XpORGIVE  them  for  they  know 

■*■    not  what  they  do"  were  some 

of     the     last     words     the     Saviour 

uttered — they  were  His  dying  words. 

It  is  good  to  ponder  over  them 
often  recall  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  were  spoken  and  try  to 
patten  our  lives  after  His. 

If  we  could  have  but  a  portion  of 
such  love  and  understanding,  how 
beautiful  the  world  would  become, 
how  radiant  would  be  our  relation- 
ship with  our  neighbours  and  fellow- 
men,  how  sweet  would  be  the 
atmosphere  of  love  and  tolerance 
and  how  keenly  aware  we  would  be 
of  the  presence  of  His  Spirit  guiding 
and  directing  us. 

If  we  would  start  in  the  home  and 
let  it  spread  through  the  village  to 
the  city  and  state,  then  the  country 
and  finally  the  whole  world,  it 
would  make  of  us  strong  individuals 
rather  than  weak,  critical,  fault- 
finding cynics.  We  would  be  filled 
with  compassion  and  freed  from 
bitterness  and  hatred. 

One  can  only  imagine  what  realms 
of  joy  and  peace  could  be  reached 
if  we  could  follow  this  example.  Not 
just  imitate  it,  but  feel  it  in  our 
hearts  and  truly  live  it. 

No  one  has  been  more  unjustly 
treated  or  wickedly  dealt  with  than 
He.  Yet,  He  forgave.  He  lived 
only  thirty-three  short  years.  His 
time  of  instruction  was  so  brief. 

How  young  He  was,  how  short  His 

time  on  earth ! 
A  pulse-beat  through  the  centuries, 

a  breath 


Between  the  starlit  hour  of  His  birth 
And  that  strange  darkened  hour  of 
His  death. 

Yet  had  those  years  not  gone  their 

swift  sure  way, 
Had  their  significance  been  lost  to 

men, 
There  would  be  darkness  in  the  land 

today, 
No  faith  would  lift,  no  heart  could 

hope  again. 

Thank   God,   thank   God  for   those 

year's  precious  store\ 
Thank  God  for  sparing  Him  to  you, 

to  me, 
"Out   of   the  glory   that   was   theirs 

before 
The  world  was  .  .  ."  and  the  glory 

yet  to  be. 

The  darkened  years  for  Him,   that 

brought  us  light; 
The  weary  years  for  Him,  that  gave 

us   rest; 
The  clamorous  years,  that  we  might 

know  the  white 
High    silence    of    peace    within    the 

breast. 

For  thirty-three  brief  years  that  His 

feet  trod 
The  earthly  roads  for  us,  we  thank 

Thee,  God. 

Indeed  we  are  thankful,  although 
the  world  today  seems  to  have  a 
poor  way  of  showing  it,  and  many 
doubt  the  whole  story.  Yet  we  who 
have  faith  and  have  the  Gospel  in 
its  fulness  try  to  pattern  our  lives 
accordingly. 

(Continued  on  page  67 J 
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THE  COXVERT 

AND 
THE  MEMBER 

Bv  ELDER  SYLVAN  BUTLER 


OUR  Saviour  once  said;  "Suppose 
ye  that  I  am  come  to  give 
peace  on  earth!  I  tell  you,  Nay; 
For  from  henceforth  there  shall  be 
five  in  one  house  divided,  three 
against  two,  and  two  against  three. 
The  Father  shall  be  divided  against 
the  son  and  the  son  against  the 
father;  the  Mother  against  the 
daughter,  and  the  daughter  against 
the  Mother;  the  Mother-in-law 
against  her  daughter-in-law,  and  the 
daughter-in-law  against  her  Mother- 
in-law."     (Luke  12:51-53) 

Is  not  this  the  case  in  the  life  of 
every  new  convert  to  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latterday  Saints? 
When  one  chooses  to  become  a  so- 
called  "Mormon,"  do  not  their 
former  friends  turn  from  them,  and 
not  only  this  but  their  parents  and 
families  cast  them  out  from  their 
midst? 

Why  is  this?  What  happens  to  an 
individual  that  he  becomes  so  dis- 
tasteful to  the  world  that  the  world 
no  longer  wants  to  associate  with 
him  when  he  seeks  to  take  into  his 
heart  the  Gospel  and  to  pattern  his 
life  after  the  teachings  which  have 
been  given  by  Jesus  Christ?  To  find 
the  answer  to  this  all  we  must  do  is 
to  consider  for  a  moment  what 
happens  in  the  process  of  conver- 
sion. When  one  becomes  converted 
his  whole  outlook  on  life,  his  ideals, 
even  his  habits  are  changed.  He  no 
longer  lives  for  the  present  day,  or 
seeks  just  the  pleasures  of  each 
passing  moment.  But  instead  he 
realizes  the  purpose  of  this  life  and 
knows  the  blessings  which  can  be 
obtained      if     he     proves     himself 


worthy.  The  convert  also  changes 
his  beliefs;  no  longer  can  he  use  tea, 
coffee,  tobacco,  and  liquor,  nor  does 
he  even  want  to  do  so.  Thus, 
frequently  his  clubs  and  social  life 
goes  by  the  board,  because  those 
elements  are  there  which  he  no 
longer  desires.  Often,  through 
accepting  the  Gospel,  the  convert 
recognises,  in  a  new  light,  the  ways 
of  morality  and  thus  he  raises  his 
own  standards.  This,  coupled  with 
his  belief  in  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
places  him  in  that  category  which 
some  of  his  former  friends  may  term 
as  "Squares",  and  thus  they  seek  to 
withdraw  their  associations  from 
him  leaving  the  convert  to  stand 
alone. 

By  considering  just  a  few  of  the 
changes  that  the  Gospel  brings  into 
the  life  of  a  new  convert  we  can  see 
the  meaning  of  the  Saviour's  words 
when  he  said  he  came  to  bring  divi- 
sion upon  the  earth,  because  that  is 
exactly  what  happens  when  an 
individual  accepts  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  convert  becomes 
separated  from  the  world.  Here  we 
may  safely  say  that  he  is  "In  the 
world,  but  not  of  the  World" — for 
a  division  has  taken  place.  This 
division  has  come  about  largely 
because  of  the  converts  own  choice. 
For  he  has  chosen  to  love  the 
Gospel  more  than  even  Father  or 
Mother  or  friends  or  family.  He 
has  chosen  to  forsake  all  as  he  turns 
to  that  way  of  life  which  offers  to 
all  its  adherents,  peace  and  joy  in 
this  life,  plus  eternal  life  in  the 
world   to  come. 

(Continued  on  page  65) 
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BECAUSE  OUR 
REDEEMER  LIVES 


XpASTER  IS  A  SACRED  DAY, 
■""^  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and 
divine  worship.  It  is  an  occasion 
for  the  expression  of  gratitude  to 
God  for  having  sent  his  only  Be- 
gotten Son  into  the  world  to  be  "the 
way,  the  truth  and  the  life,"  (John 
14:6)  to  declare  the  eternal  truth 
that,  ".  .  .  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life."  (Ibid.,  3:16.) 

That  the  spirit  of  man  passes 
triumphantly  through  the  portal  of 
death  into  everlasting  life  is  one  of 
the  glorious  messages  given  by 
Christ  our  Redeemer.  To  him  this 
earthly  career  is  but  a  day,  and  its 
closing  but  the  setting  of  life's  sun; 
death,  but  a  sleep,  is  followed  by  a 
glorious  awakening  in  the  morning 
of  an  eternal  realm.  When  Mary 
and  Martha  saw  their  brother  only 
in  the  dark  and  silent  tomb,  Christ 
saw  him  still  a  living  being.  The 
fact  he  expressed  in  the  two  words 
"Lazarus  sleepeth.   (Ibid.,   11:11.) 

If  everyone  participating  in 
Easter  services  knew  that  the  cruci- 
fied Christ  actually  rose  on  the  third 
day  from  the  tomb  —  that  after 
having  greeted  others  and  mingled 
with  others  in  the  spirit  world,  his 
spirit  did  again  reanimate  his 
pierced  body,  and  after  sojourning 
among  men  for  the  space  of  forty 
days,  ascended  a  glorified  soul  to  his 
Father,  what  benign  peace  would 
come  to  souls  now  troubled  with 
doubt  and  uncertainty!  While  it  is 
true  that  knowledge  of  individual 
immortality  does  not  depend  upon 
the  actuality  of  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus,  yet  the  establishment  of  the 
fact  that  he  arose  from  the  grave 
and  communicated  with  his  disciples 
"would  furnish  in  many  ways  the 
strongest  support  of  that  hope." 


PRESIDENT    DAVID    O.    McKAY 

The  direct  evidence  that  the  tomb 
did  not  hold  Jesus  is  threefold:  (1) 
the  marvellous  transformation  in  the 
spirit  and  work  of  his  disciples; 
(2)  the  direct  testimony  of  the 
earliest  New  Testament  writer,  Paul; 
and  (3)  the  practically  universal 
belief  of  the  early  church,  recorded 
not  only  in  the  variable  accounts  of 
the  resurrection  found  in  the  canoni- 
cal and  extra  canonical  gospels 
but  also  in  its  life  and  activity 
through  the  succeeding  centuries. 
This  evidence  rests  not  merely 
upon  historical  documents  but  is 
written  in  the  life  of  the  great  civi- 
lized nations  during  the  intervening 
centuries. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  this  Dis- 
pensation of  the  Fullness  of  Times, 
the  fcurteen-year-old  Joseph  Smith 
said :  "I  saw  two  Personages,  whose 
brightness  and  glory  defy  all  des- 
cription, standing  above  me  in  the 
air.  One  of  them  spake  unto  me, 
calling  me  by  name,  and  said, 
pointing  to  the  other — 'This  is  Mv 
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Beloved   Son.      Hear    Him!"   (P.   of 
G^P.,  Joseph  Smith  2:  17.) 

Later  speaking  of  the  reality  of 
this  vision,  he  testifies  as  follows: 

!".  .  .  I  had  seen  a  vision;  I  knew 
it,j  and  1  knew  that  God  knew  ii, 
ar|d  I  could  not  deny  it,  neither 
dared  I  do  it;  at  least  I  knew  that  by 
so  doing  I  would  offend  God,  and 
come  under  condemnation."  (Ibid. 
2:25.) 

Confirming  the  irrefutable  testi- 
mony of  Christ's  early  apostles,  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  proclaims  the 
glorious  vision  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith: 

"And  now,  after  the  many  testi- 
monies which  have  been  given  of 
him,  this  is  the  testimony,  last  of 
all,  which  we  give  of  him :  That  he 
lives! 

"For  we  saw  him,  even  on  the 
right  hand  of  God;  and  we  heard 
the  voice  bearing  record  that  he  is 
the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father — " 
(D.  and  C.  76 :  22-23.) 

In  the  light  of  such  unimpeach- 
able testimony  as  given  by  the 
ancient  apostles — testimony  dating 
from  a  few  years  subsequent  to  the 


event  itself,  in  the  light  of  that  most 
marvellous  revelation  in  this  age  of 
the  Living  Christ,  it  seems  ditlicult 
indeed  to  understand  how  men  can 
still  reject  him.  and  doubt  the 
immortality  of  man. 

There  is  no  cause  to  fear  death; 
it  is  but  an  incident  in  life.  It  is  as 
natural  as  birth.  Why  should  we 
fear  it?  Some  fear  it  because  they 
think  it  is  the  end  of  life,  and  life 
often  is  the  dearest  thing  we  have. 
Eternal  life  is  man's  greatest  bless- 
ing. 

If  only  men  would  "do  his  will" 
instead  of  looking  hopelessly  at  the 
dark  and  gloomy  tomb,  they  would 
turn  their  eyes  heavenward  and  know 
that  "Christ  is  risen ! " 

The  message  of  the  resurrection 
is  the  most  comforting,  the  most 
glorious  event  given  to  man,  for 
when  death  takes  a  loved  one  from 
us,  our  sorrowing  hearts  are  assuaged 
by  the  hope  and  the  divine  assurance 
expressed  in  the  words : 

"He  is  risen;  he  is  not  here." 
(Mark  16:6.) 

With  all  my  soul  I  know  that 
death  is  conquered  by  Jesus  Christ 
—  through  righteous  living  and 
obedience  to  his  teachings. 


CONVERT  —  continued 


Since  these  new  converts  have 
forsaken  all  to  come  into  the  Church 
the  responsibility  is  upon  us,  who 
have  already  matured  and  become 
stable  in  the  Gospel,  to  become 
fathers  and  mothers,  brothers  and 
sisters,  friends  and  associates  of 
these  newly  baptized  members.  The 
emptiness  that  has  come  into  their 
lives  when  they  left  the  world  and 
turned  to  the  Church  must  be  filled. 
This  is  where  the  great  brotherhood 
and  sisterhood  of  the  Church  comes 
in. 

Did  not  the  Saviour  once  say  when 
he  was  informed  on  one  occasion 
when  His  Mother  and  brethren  stood 
without  desiring  to  speak  with  Him, 
"Who  is  my  Mother?  and  who  are 
my  brethren?"  and  He  stretched 
forth  His  hand  to  His  disciples  and 
said.  "Behold  my  Mother  and  my 
brethren  .  .  .  For  whosoever  shall 
do  me  will  of  my  Father  which  is 


in  heaven,  the  same  is  my  brother, 
and  sister,  and  Mother."  (Matt. 
12:46,  48-50). 

If  this  is  what  these  new  converts 
are  to  the  Saviour,  surely  they 
should  be  the  same  to  us.  And  it 
rests,  not  only  upon  every  Priest- 
hood bearer,  but  upon  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  to  become  in  very 
deed,  a  Father,  Mother,  brother,  and 
sister  to  every  new  convert.  For  the 
Lord  said,  "I  command  you  that  ye 
love  one  another  as  I  have  loved 
you."    (John  15:12,  17). 

This  is  the  test  of  true  Christianity. 
Are  we  going  to  pass,  or  are  we 
going  to  fail?  It's  entirely  up  to  us 
as  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints. 

May  we  seek  every  possible  way 
to  improve  our  relationship  with 
our  fellow  members  of  this  glorious 
Church.  This  I  pray  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


March,  1959.     CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 
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WE  bring  to  the  readers  of  our 
C.S.M.  this  month  a  very 
human  and  down  to  earth  appeal 
Of  a  Father  to  his  son.  This  appeal 
has  Easter  significance  and  the 
thoughts  conveyed  contain  a  spe- 
cial message  for  ail  of  us.  Although 
not  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints, 
the  writer  George  W.  Cornell  has 
manifest  a  keen  perception  of 
Mormon  philosophy  concerning 
the  message  and  spirit  of  Easter. 

"BECAUSE  HE  LOVED  US  SO 
MUCH" 

If  you  ever  understand  the  big 
riddle,  my  son,  you'll  be  a  better 
man  for  it.  Not  many  people 
really  do.  They  talk  about  it  a 
lot,  and  get  faint  glimmers.  But 
usually   they   bog   down   in   words. 

Words  sometimes  aren't  much 
good.  They  mean  different  things 
to  different  people.  And  the 
world's  so  full  of  words,  the  old 
phrases  wear  thin. 

That's  why  it's  so  hard  to  get 
inside  the  riddle.  You  can't  make 
it  out  by  just  reading  about  it,  or 
reciting  sentences,  or  breaking  it 
down  into  equations  and  formulas. 
You  have  to  dig  for  it  "till  it 
hurts." 

Down  at  the  Church  and  Sunday 
School,  they're  going  to  be  telling 
about  it  this  week-end.  They  al- 
ways do  at  Eastertime.  It's  a  fine 
ihing,  too.  But  you  wonder  how 
many  really  get  the  idea. 

You  know  the  story  son,  you 
could  tell  it  yourself.  About  how 
they  took  Jesus  and  nailed  Him 
on  a  cross.  You  also  know  the 
part  saying,  "He  died  for  your 
.sins." 

That's  the  difficult  part,  isn't  it? 
That's  where  the  riddle  is  son. 
You  might  think  it  sounds  a  little 
remote,  that  Jesus  dying  hundreds 
of  years  ago,  had  anything  to  do 
with  you.  It  doesn't  come  clear 
easily. 
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1 1  it  could  have  been  put  in 
words  alone,  Jesus  probably  would 
not  have  subjected  Himself  to  such 
an  ordeal  in  the  first  place.  He 
might  have  just  explained  it  all. 
and  let  it  go  at  that. 

But  it  doesn't  work  that  way.  It 
won't  for  you  either.  That's  why 
He  purposely  went  through  the 
toughest  kind  of  torture  life 
could  dish  out.  He  wanted  to  make 
a  point  about  living  that  applies 
directly  to  you. 

You  see  He  knew  we  aren't 
perfect.  Human  beings  have  a 
mean  streak  in  them.  Oh,  they've 
got  goodness  in  them  too.  but 
they're  a  mixture.  They're  part 
nice  and  part  onery. 

You've  heard  the  old  words, 
part  God,  part  devil.  That's  us. 
We  were  built  that  way  so  life 
would  mean  something.  It's  what 
makes  living  an  adventure.  A  sort 
of  test  to  see  which  part  comes 
out  on  top. 

Well    Jesus    came    down    here, 
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shaped  like  us.  He  was  human, 
but  also  God.  He  was  tempted  to 
be  bad  So  are  we.  He  wanted  to 
.show  us  how  to  handle  the  situa- 
tion. 

So  what  did  He  do?  Even  though 
He  behaved  Himself  so  well,  and 
was  so  good  and  kind  and  wise, 
there  was  evil  down  here,  and  so 
He  was  crucified.  Don't  think  it 
was  easy  for  Him.  It  was  the 
worst  kind  of  pain  there  could  be. 

Nailed  up  there  to  that  cross, 
Jesus  suffered.  He  actually  died  of 
suffering.  He  didn't  bleed  to  death, 
or  die  by  anv  frovv  or  fatal  stab- 
bing. He  just  suffered  sorrowfully 
until  He  d:ed. 

Now  what  did  He  mean  by  doing 
that?  He  ?aid  He  died  for  t^e  sins 
of  the  world.  And  He  told  the 
people  to  repent  of  their  sins  to 
do  as  He  did  and  that  His  death 
was  the  answer  for  all  of  them. 

There's  that  old  riddle,  son. 
When  Jesus  died,  it  didn't  mean 
you  were  promptly  rid  of  all  your 
meanne-s.  No  sir.  All  the  way 
down  the  line  you  are  going  to  find 
yourself  doing  things  you  should 
not 

But  if  you're  the  right  kmd  of 
man,  you'll  regret  them.  You'1!  be 
sorry.  "Repent",  they  say.  You'll 
be  so  sorry,  it'll  hurt,  if  you're 
really  sorrv.  And  you'll  suffer  in- 
side.   You'll  die   a  little. 

Oh,  vou  won't  be  crucified.  You 
won't  have  to  go  to  t^e  cross,  ex- 
cept a  little.  Jesus  did  that.  He 
took  the  real  punishment  for  you, 
ju~t  to  show  you  the  way. 

But  that's  what  it  takes  son. 
You've  got  to  stoop  very  low,  and 


be  very  sorry  for  the  bad  part 
that  keeps  cropping  up  in  you. 
You've  got  to  walk  through  the 
valley  of  shadows.  That's  how  life 
is. 

No  matter  how  hard  you  try  to 
do  right,  you'll  slip.  And  it  takes 
real  stuff  in  a  man  to  face  him- 
self honestly,  to  endure  the  pain 
and  the  remorse  of  it.  But  that's 
the  way  to  lick  it. 

The  crybabies  try  to  hide  from 
it,  or  drown  it  out  with  sleeping 
pills  or  money  or  noise.  But  the 
brave  men  take  it  on  the  chin  and 
accept  it. 

But  why?  You  ask.  That's  a 
natural  question.  Why  should  you 
have  to  bend  so  low,  and  hurt  so 
much  and  repent  so  deeply? 
That's  the  other  part  of  the  riddle 
son. 

But  as  you  grow  a  little  older, 
you'll  begin  to  know.  You  remem- 
b°r,  that  after  Jesus  humbled 
Himself  to  the  depth,  after  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  travail  and  the  pain 
and  the  death  —  He  rose  from  the 
grave,  in  shining  new  greatness. 

He  rose,  even  above  death.  He 
took  the  worst,  walked  the  harsh- 
est trail  of  sorrow  —  because  He 
loved  us  so  much.  And  by  doing 
so,  He  found  life  —  life  indestruct- 
ible, strong,  lasting, 

That's  the  secret  of  it  son.  It'll 
be  the  makiner  of  you,  if  you  see  it. 

All  this  talk  may  not  make  it 
clear  to  you.  Talk's  a  poor  substi- 
tute for  the  act.  People  have  to 
discover  it  for  themselves.  They 
have  to  go  through  the  dark  hurt 
of  the  cross  before  they  can  see 
the  Easter  sun. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  —  continued 


We  rejoice  in  the  sacrifice  our 
Saviour  made  for  us.  We  realize 
that  He  and  He  onlv  gave  us  hope 
for  a  future  life.  He  gave  us  His 
glorious  promise  "Because  I  live  ye 
shall  live."  Although  we  fall  short 
of  living  the  commandments  per- 
fectly, at  Easter  we  are  reminded 
more  acutely  of  the  blessing  that  is 
ours  through  Him;  our  freedom 
from  darkness;  a  hope  for  the 
future;  a  goal.  We  realize  also  our 
obligation  to  Him  for  His  sacrifice 
for  us. 


Did  not  the  Father  say,  "This  is 
My  work  and  Mv  Glory  to  bring  to 
pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life 
of  man."  If  man  will  but  follow 
the  teachings  of  the  Master, 
he  will  be  crowned  with  glory  and 
immortality.  His  words  are  life- 
giving  words. 

His  promise  was  "I  will  see  you 
again  and  your  heart  shall  rejoice 
and  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from 
you." 

May  we  all  live  worthy  of  inherit- 
ing this  blessing. 


March,  1959.     CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 
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YOUR  QUESTION 
.WW  Ml  KB 


QUESTION: 

The  Bible  tells  us  Moses  died  — 
Deut.  34:5;  yet  I  have  been  told 
that  he  was  translated,  however, 
they  are  unable  to  tell  me  why 
they  think  so.  I  do  not  think  that 
his  appearance  on  the  Mount  of 
Transfiguration  Ls  sufficient  evi- 
dence, as  spirits  manifest  them- 
selves as  well  as  resurrected  or 
translated  beings.  If  Moses  was 
translated  how  do  we  know?  Do 
we  hava  any  latter-day  revelation 
on  this? 

ANSWER: 

The  Church  teaches  that  Moses 
was  trans  ated.  It  Ls  true  that 
Deuteronomy  34  and  5  states  that 
Moses  died  but  if  you  will  go  on 
and  read  verse  six  you  will  find 
that  the  Lord  took  Moses  unto  his 
fathers  and  no  man  knoweth  of 
his  sepulchre  unto  this  day.  This 
is  better  explained  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  Alma  45:18  and  19,  "And 
when  Alma  had  done  this  he  de- 
parted out  of  the  land  of  Zara- 
hemla  as  if  to  go  into  the  land 
of  Melech.  And  it  came  to  pass 
that  he  was  never  heard  of  more; 
as  to  his  death  or  burial  we  know 
not  of.  BehoM  this  we  know  that 
he  was  a  righteous  man  and  the 
saying  went  abroad  in  the  Church 
that  he  was  taken  up  by  the 
Spirit,  or  buried  by  the  hand  of 
the  Lord,  even  as  Moses.  But  be- 
hold the  scriptures  saith  the  Lord 
took  Moses  unto  himself;  and  we 
suppose  that  he  has  a^o  received 
Alma  in  the  spirit,  unto  Himself: 
therefore,  for  this  cause  we  know 
nothing  concerning  his  death  and 
bural."  The  trans1  ators  of  the 
Bible  of  course  knew  nothing  about 
a  translated  being  and  when  thev 
were  translating  Deuteronomy  34 
and  5  they  naturally  used  the  term 
that  they  were  acquainted  with, 
although  as  I  have  already  pointed 
out  in  verse  six.  they  unwittingly 


By  PRESIDENT  GLEN  G.FISHER 

explained  that  Moses'  death  was 
not  a  natural  one.  Another  proof 
we  have  that  Moses  was  translated 
is  the  instance  recorded  in  Mat- 
thew 17:1-13  of  the  Transfigura- 
tion. Concerning  this  incident  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  has  said, 
"The  Priesthood  is  ever'asting.  The 
Saviour,  Moses  and  Elijah  gave  the 
keys  to  Peter,  James  and  John  on 
the  Mount  when  they  were  trans- 
figured before  him."  Further  we 
have  the  words  of  Joseph  Fielding 
Smith,  "Elijah  and  Moses  were 
preserved  from  death  because  they 
had  a  mission  to  perform  and  it 
had  to  be  performed  before  the 
Crucifixion  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
it  could  not  be  done  in  the  spirit. 
They  had  to  have  tan^ib'e  bodies. 
Christ  is  the  first  fruits  of  the 
Resurrection;  therefore  if  any 
former  prophets  had  a  work  to 
perform  preparatory  to  the  M;ssion 
of  the  Son  of  God,  or  to  the  Dis- 
pensation of  the  Meridian  of 
Times  it  was  essential  that  they 
be  preserved  to  fulfil  that  mission 
in  the  flesh.  For  that  reason 
Moses  disappeared  from  among  the 
people  and  was  taken  up  into  the 
mountain  and  the  people  thought 
he  was  buried  by  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  preserved  him  so  that  he 
could  come  at  the  proDer  time  and 
restore  his  keys,  on  the  heads  of 
Peter,  James  and  John  who  stood 
at  the  head  of  this  dispensation  of 
the  Meridian  of  Time.  He  reserved 
Eliiah  from  death  that  he  mieht 
also  come  and  bestow  his  keys 
upon  the  heads  of  Peter,  James 
and  John  and  prepare  them  for 
their  ministry." 

There  are  other  references  we 
could  give  but  this  should  be  suffi- 
cient proof.  We  believe  that  Moses 
is  now  a  resurrected  being.  Christ 
was  the  first  fruits  of  the  resur- 
rection so  Moses  could  not  be 
resurrected  until  after  the  cruci- 
fixion. 
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SPIRITUALIZE   YOUR  LESSONS! 


By  MILTON   BENNION 


HPHE  year  1833  was  an  important 
-*-  one  in  the  history  of  the 
Church.  The  First  Presidency  of 
the  restored  Church  was  organized 
then.  The  cornerstones  of  the  first 
temple  of  the  Church  in  this  dispen- 
sation were  laid.  The  revelation 
known  as  the  Word  of  Wisdom  was 
received  by  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith.  And  just  before  the  event- 
ful year  expired,  the  Lord  instructed 
his  Prophet  to  organize  a  school  for 
the  brethren  of  the  Church.  It 
became  known  as  the  School  of  the 
Prophets. 

The  elders  of  the  Church  were  to 
meet  for  instruction  before  going 
out  into  the  world  as  missionaries. 
They  were  to  seek  learning  "even  by 
study  and  also  by  faith."  The 
instructions  further  added  that  the 
school  attenders  should  "do  this  by 
praver  and  thanksgiving  .  .  ." 

Here  was  to  be  a  school  where 
there  would  be  learning  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  study  and  faith. 

And  there  lies  a  lesson  for  the 
Latter-day  Saint  Sunday  School 
teacher :  to  make  of  his  class  period 
a  spiritual  as  well  as  an  instructional 
experience. 

How  can  the  teacher  better 
spiritualize  his  lessons?  May  we 
suggest  six  spheres  in  which  efforts 
mieht  be  made? 

First — through  lesson  preparation. 
The  Sunday  School  teacher  will 
add  spirituality  to  his  lessons 
if  his  preparation  is  prayer- 
ful. One  eminent  educator  once 
explained  that  he  worked  as  though 
everything  depended  on  himself,  and 


prayed  as  if  everything  depended 
upon  the  Lord.  When  Joseph 
F.  Smith  was  called  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  to  fulfil  a  mission 
for  the  Church  to  Hawaii,  he  was 
promised  by  Parley  P.  Pratt  that  he 
would  obtain  the  Hawaiian  language 
by  "the  gift  of  God  as  well  as  by 
study." 

The  wise  teacher  will  realize  that 
inspiration  of  the  Lord  and  study 
make  a  powerful  team  in  prepara- 
tion.    He  will  prepare  prayerfully. 

Second — through  the  classroom 
itself.  Pictures  on  classroom  walls 
will  tone  up  the  spirituality.  A  pic- 
ture like  Sallman's  "Jesus"  will  add 
inspiration.  Or  a  picture  or  two 
related  to  the  course  of  study  will 
help  add  atmosphere. 

But  emphasis  should  be  on  spiri- 
tuality. Lorna  C.  Adler  of  the 
General  Board  tells  about  a  woman 
who  could  not  remember  any  of  her 
Sunday  School  lessons  she  received 
as  a  tot.  But  she  did  remember  a 
picture  that  was  on  the  classroom 
wall.  It  portrayed  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  in  the  uniform  of  the 
Nauvoo  Legion,  waving  a  sword. 
Certainly  a  picture  of  the  Prophet 
would  be  appropriate  in  any  class- 
room. However,  a  portrait  would 
be  much  better  than  a  military 
picture,  particularly  in  a  classroom 
where  small  children  learn. 

Cleanliness  of  windows,  walls, 
drapes,  and  floors  will  help  a  room. 
A  teacher  will  add  spirituality  to 
his  class  by  checking  the  room 
immediately  before  Sunday  School. 
(Continued  on  page  82) 
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What  Think 


For  Jesus  is  standing  on  trial  still. 
You   may   be  false   to  Him   if  you 

will. 
Or  you  may  serve  Him  through  good 

or   ill. 
What  will  you  do  with  Jesusl 

You  may  evade  Him  as  Pilate  tried 
Or   you    may   serve   Him    whate'er 

betide. 
Vainly  you'll  struggle  from  Him  to 

hide 
What  will  you  do  with  Jesusl 

What  will  you  do  with  Jesusl 

Neutral  you  cannot  be, 

And    someday    your   soul    may    be 

asking— 
What  will  He  do  with  me! 


BECAUSE  it  is  Easter  and  the 
Saviour's  Mission  is  being 
commemorated,  Christian  people 
all  over  th3  world  will  consider  in 
varying  degrees  this  question  — 
"What  think  ye  of  Christ?"  Many 
years  ago  during  the  earthly 
ministry  of  the  Master,  "the 
Pharisees  took  counsel  how  they 
might  entangle  Him  in  His  talk." 
Matt.  22:15. 

And,  "while  they  were  gathered 
together  Jesus  asked  them,  saying, 
what  think  ye  of  Christ?  whose 
son  is  he?  They  say  unto  Him, 
the  Son  of  David.  He  saith  unto 
them,  how  then  doth  David  in 
spirit  call  him  Lord,  saying,  The 
Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  sit  thou 
on  my  right  hand,  till  I  make 
thine  enemies  thy  footstool?  If 
David  then  call  Him  Lord,  how  is 
he  his  son?  And  no  man  was  able 
to  answar  him  a  word,  neither 
durst  any  man  from  that  day  forth 
ask  him  any  more  questions." 
Matt.  22:41-46. 

Perhaps  it  wouM  be  well  for  all 
of  us  to  search  our  hearts  for  the 
answer  to  this  question  for  I  sub- 


mit that  it  is  of  vital  importance 
to  all  of  us. 

"For  tlr's  is  life  eternal  that  they 
might  know  Thee,  the  only  true 
God  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou 
hast  sent."  John   17:3. 

How  many  Pharisees  do  we  have 
in  the  Christian  world?  If  you 
were  asked  this  question  would 
you  answer  as  the  Pharisees,  "The 
Son  of  David,"  or  would  you  say 
with  Peter — "Thou  art  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God."  Matt. 
16:16. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
years  A.D.  Constantine  the  Em- 
peror of  Rome  called  a  council  at 
Nice  to  decde  this  same  question 
—  "What  think  ye  of  Christ?" 
These  learned  men  debated  the 
question  and  finally  arrived  at  a 
conclusion  known  as  the  Nicean 
Creed. 

This  creed  has  been  the  cause 
of  much  confusion  through  the 
years  as  evidenced  by  a  recent 
questionaire  reported  in  Time 
Magazine.  "This  qu°stionaire  was 
sent  out  by  Friar  Kenneth 
Dougherty  to  270  ministers  repre- 
senting 17  denominations  in  29 
states.  In  answer  to  the  questions. 
"Do  you  believe  that  Mary  is  the 
mother  of  Christ?  and  Do  you 
believe  that  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God?"  64%  of  the  ministers  said 
NO.  15  %  were  uncertain  and  21^ 
said  YES."  And  so,  the  great 
nation  of  America  has  given  her 
answer  to  the  question  "What 
think  ye  of  Christ",  and  the  ma- 
jority answered  like  the  Phari- 
sees—  "The  Son  of  David". 

Great  Britain  has  given  mucli 
the  same  answer.  Also  reported 
in  Life  Magazine,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Knight  a  representative  of  a  large 
society  of  philosophers  said,  "What 
about  Christ?"  I  don't  think  that 
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Ye  of  Christ 


By  PRESIDENT  GLEN  G.  FISHER 


it  would  be  desirable  for  children 
to  grow  up  in  ignorance  of  the 
New  Testament.  We  want  them 
to  know  what  Christmas  and 
Easter  mean.  All  that  I  urge  is 
that  the  child  should  hear  them 
treated  frankly  as  legends.  We  do 
not  now  believe  that  Jesus  Christ 
was  the  Son  of  God  and  a  virgin, 
or  that  He  rose  from  the  dead." 

Last  Easter  President  David  O. 
McKay  in  Irs  address  to  the  Gene- 
ral Conference  of  the  Church 
related  this  incident:  "About  fifty 
years  ago  Lord  Balfour,  Prime 
Minister  of  Great  Britain  delivered 
a  lecture  in  the  McEwen  Hall  of 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  on 
the  subiect  "The  Moral  Values 
Which  Unite  the  Nations".  In  an 
interesting  and  convinc  ng  man- 
ner, the  gentleman  presented  four 
fundamental  ties  that  unite  the 
different  nations  of  the  world: 
(1)  "Common  Knowledge";  (2) 
"Common  Commercial  Interests"; 
(3)  "The  Intercourse  of  Diplomatic 
Relationship";  (4)  "Tie  Bonds  of 
Human  Friendship".  The  audience 
greeted  his  masterful  address  with 
a  great  outburst  of  applause. 

As  the  presiding  officer  arose  to 
express  his  appreciation  and  that 
of  the  audience,  a  Japanese  stu- 
dent who  was  doing  graduate  work 
at  the  University  stood  up,  and 
leaning  over  the  balcony,  said, 
"But,  Mr.  Balfour,  what  about 
Jesus  Christ?" 

Mr.  Robin  E.  Spear,  to  whom 
Professor  Lang  related  this  inci- 
dent, writes: 

"One  could  have  heard  a  pin 
drop  in  the  hall.  Everyone  felt  at 
once  the  justice  of  the  rebuke.  The 
leading  statesman  of  the  greatest 
Christian  empire  in  the  world  had 
been  dealing  with  the  different 
ties  that  are  to  unite  mankind, 
and  had  omitted  the  one  funda- 
mental  and   essential   bond.    And 


everyone  felt,  too,  the  dramatic 
element  in  the  situation  —  that 
the  reminder  of  his  forgetfulness 
had  come  from  a  Japanese  student 
from  a  far-away  non-Christian 
land." 

What  a  sad  commentary  on  the 
great  witnesses  and  fervent  testi- 
mony of  the  prophets  and  apostle* 
of  our  Lord. 

If  Christ  is  not  the  Son  of  God 
as  He  claimed  to  be,  then  He  did 
not  overcome  death,  there  is  no 
resurrection  and  we  are  "swallowed 
up  in  the  grave". 

How  men  can  read  the  testimo- 
nies of  Job,  Peter,  James  and 
John,  Martha,  Thomas  and  many 
other  writers  of  the  Holy  scrip- 
tures and  then  professing  Chris- 
tianity deny  the  divine  birth  and 
resurrection  of  the  Son  of  God,  is 
a  question  I  cannot  answer. 

This  I  beheve  with  every  fibre 
of  my  bemg  that  until  man  accepts 
the  prophet  of  God  and  the  reve- 
lations that  have  come  through 
him  he  will  get  further  and  fur- 
ther awav  from  the  truth.  The 
Easter  story  is  fading  into  ob- 
scurity and  will  soon  be  lost  un- 
less man  returns  to  his  Bible  and 
with  Mortha  declares:  "Yea  Lord: 
I  believe  thou  art  the  Christ  the 
Son  of  God,  which  should  come 
into  the  world."  John  11:27. 

We  are  greatly  blessed  in  the 
Mormon  Church  to  have  a  further 
witness  for  Easter  and  all  it  com- 
prehends —  In  my  humble  opinion 
wie  greatest  witness  of  all  time 
is  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and 
the  subsequent  restoration  of  the 
Gospel. 

The  Prophet  Joseph's  statement 
is  siirp'e  and  straight  forward.  In 
the  hearts  of  thousands  of  people 
it  rings  true  He  has  given  the 
world  more  evidence  of  the  Divi- 
nity of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  resur- 
(Continued  on  page  85) 
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1%/TANY  many  years  ago,  Moses. 
XTJ-  a  mighty  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
was  given  the  Ten  Commandments. 
These  laws  were  given  not  only  for 
the  group  of  people  living  at  that 
period  of  time,  but  for  all  future 
generations  to  come. 

God,  in  these  latter  days,  has 
raised  up  a  modern  prophet  and  he. 
under  inspiration  and  direction,  has 
given  to  us  new  and  wise  command- 
ments. These  laws  have  been  given 
to  Us  to  be  our  code  to  live  by  and 
we  have  been  instructed  to  live  them 
to  the  extent  that  we  become  perfect 
even  as  our  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven  is  perfect. 

Heavenlv  Father  in  making  such 
a  powerful  command  to  us  His 
children,  however,  did  not  intend  to 
leave  us  groping  about  for  a  means 
whereby  we  could  accomplish  His 
will,  for.  as  Nephi  stated,  "/  know 
that  the  Lord  giveth  no  command- 
ment unto  the  children  of  men,  save 
He  shall  prepare  a  way  for  them 
that  they  may  accomplish  the  thing 
which  He  commanded  them."  (1 
Neohi   3:7.) 

Within  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter  Day  Saints,  there  is  pro- 
vided for  each  one  of  us  an  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  and  understand  these 
laws  which  Heavenly  Father  has 
given  us  to  live  by.  He  has  raised 
up  good  and  wise  leaders  to  guide 
and  instruct  us.  Brigham  Young 
was  one  such  fine  leader  and,  under 
him,  a  great  organisation  came  into 
being  and  is  still  flourishing  to-day 
—  that  is  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Association.  The  organization  then, 
is    divinely    inspired    and    essential. 


By    JOAN    McARTHUR 

Why  is  it  essential?  Because  through 
the  programme  we  can  progress 
PHYSICALLY,  MENTALLY, 
SOCIALLY  and,  above  all,  SPIRI- 
TUALLY. We  are  taught  to  be 
clean  in  mind  and  body,  to  have 
faith,  seek  knowledge,  feel  joy. 
value  work,  to  love  the  truth  and 
understand  beauty,  honour  parents 
and  many  other  such-like  noble 
teachings.  We  are  taught  these 
things  and  then  shown  how  we  can 
accomplish  them.  What  a  wonder- 
ful foundation  for  an  individual! 
All  of  us  need  this  foundation,  for 
we  are  constantly  being  tempted  by 
the  adversary  and  we  need  some- 
thing strong  to  stand  upon — some 
firm  convictions  of  what  is  right 
and  what  is  wrong.  We  need  to 
know  how  to  live  in  the  world  and 
yet  not  be  of  it.  That  is  why  it  is 
essential.  Those  who  have  the 
opportunity  of  coming  out  and 
learning  of  these  things  and  do  not 
avail  themselves,  are  truly  losers  in 
the  long  run.  For,  like  everything 
else  within  the  Church,  this  asso- 
ciation would  never  have  been 
organized  had  it  not  been  essential 
for  our  progression. 

The  Lord  in  instructing  us  to  live 
His  commandments  and  become 
perfect,  did  not  leave  us  alone,  for 
He  has  provided  a  ways  and  means 
for  Us  to  accomplish  His  will.  And; 
you  know,  perfection  is  not  as  im- 
possible as  we  might  think  at  times. 
It  just  takes  understanding  of  His 
laws — what  is  required  of  us.  to- 
gether with  a  prayful  heart  and  a 
willing  and  obedient  spirit. 
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If  we  live  up  to  all  these  teachings, 
we  can  present  ourselves  to  the 
world  as  TRUE  LATTER  DAY 
SAINTS  —  perfect  examples  of 
obedience  to  the  laws  which  our 
Heavenly  Father  has  given  us  to 
live  by. 

The  coming  season  of  Easter  is  a 
season  of  hope  and  joy.  It  should 
give  us  renewed  faith  and  courage 
to  pursue  our  missions  in  this  life, 
to  be  what  Heavenly  Father  would 


have  us  be.  Let  Us  strive  anew  to 
fulfil  His  Commandments  and; 
become  perfect  even  as  our  Father 
which  is  in  Heaven  is  perfect — it  is 
within  the  reach  of  each  one  of  us. 
But  let  us  remember  His  words, 
"For  if  you  will  that  I  give  unto 
you  a  place  in  the  celestial  world, 
you  must  prepare  yourselves  by 
doing  the  things  which  I  have 
commanded  you  and  required  of 
vou."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
78:7.) 


AM  EASTER  MIRACLE 


IT  WAS  in  the  year  1799,  when 
the  armies  of  Napo'eon  were 
passing  ovar  the  continent  of 
Europe  and  conquering  all  that 
came  in  their  way.  The  sun  shone 
brightly  on  that  Easter  Sunday 
morning  in  Fe  dkirch,  a  litfe  town 
situated  on  the  111  River,  just 
within  the  borders  of  Austria.  The 
111   flows   into  the   Rhine. 

Quite  early  on  this  morning 
there  suddenly  appeared  on  the 
heights  above  the  town  to  the  west 
the  glittering  weapons  of  eighteen 
thousand  French  soldiers,  the  divi- 
sion under  the  command  of  Gene- 
ral Masena.  There  was  a  hasty 
assembling  of  the  town  council, 
and  it  was  decided  that  a  deputa- 
tion be  sent  to  Massena  with  the 
keys  of  the  town  and  a  petition 
for  mercy. 

In  the  midst  of  all  the  confu- 
sion, of  the  hurrying  to  and  fro 
and  the  anxious  consultation,  the 
old  dean  of  the  church  stood  up 
serene  as  was  the  morn'ng,  with 
no  thought  of  fear  in  his  brave 
heart.   "It  is  Easter  day,"  he  said. 


"We  have  been  reckoning  on  our 
own  strength,  and  it  is  but  weak- 
ness. Let  us  ring  the  bells  and 
have  service  as  usual.  We  will 
leave  our  troubles  in  the  hands  ot 
the  Higher  Power." 

Soon  from  all  the  church  spires 
of  Feldkirch  the  bells  rang  out 
joyously.  The  streets  became 
thronged  with  worshippers  on  their 
way  to  church.  Louder  and  more 
triumphant  pealed  the  bells  as 
they  rang  out  the  glad  message, 
and  the  hills,  putting  on  their  new 
green,  echoed  the  glad  refrain. 

The  French  army  heard  the 
sounds  of  rejoicing,  and  Masena 
conceded  there  could  be  but  one 
reason  for  it.  He  was  sure  that 
the  Austrian  army  had  arrived  in 
the  night.  He  ordered  his  men  to 
break  up  camp,  and  almost  before 
the  bells  had  ceased  ringing — long 
before  Easter  services  were  over — 
the  French  Army  was  in  retreat. 

By  noon  not  a  tent,  not  a  sol- 
dier, not  a  glittering  bayonet,  was 
to  be  seen  on  the  heights  above 
Feldkirch. 


RESURRECTED  DREAMS 


In  the  world  of  Yesterdays  I  buried 
a  kindly  thought.  In  the  same  tomb 
I  laid  away  a  high  and  noble  inspira- 
tion. And  once,  in  the  days  gone 
by,  I  dreamed  a  wonderful  dream, 
but,  some  way,  in  the  push  and 
bustle  of  material  things,  the  dream 
was  lost.  And.  after  a  time,  it  too 
became  entombed  with  other  high 
ideals. 


Today,  because  it  is  the  Eastertide. 
I  can  roll  the  stone  away  and  re- 
veal my  true  desires.  If  any  dream 
of  mine  has  been  buried  because  it 
seemed  too  beautiful  for  realization. 
I  can,  because  it  is  the  Eastertide, 
resurrect  that  dream  and  reveal  all 
that  is  kind,  holy  and  lovely  in  life. 

Beulah  G.  Squires. 
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OUR    MISSIONARIES 


. . . .  mm  m 


This    month    a    large    group    of 
missionaries     left     South     Africa. 
Three     members     of     the     group, 
Elders  Wright,  Anderson  and  Gibb 
Jeft  on  the  20th  February  in  the 
"Edinburgh   Castle"   while   the  re- 
mainder of  the  group  sai'ed  from 
Cape    Town   on    the    13th    March. 
They  will  be  travelling  up  the  West 
Coast  and  will  spend  some  time  in 
Europe  before  leaving  for  Canada. 
We  wish  to  thank  them  for  their 
fine    labours    and    pray    that    the 
Lord's  blessings  will  continue  to  be 
with   them   in   their   journey   and 
their  future  lives. 
WILLIS      RICHARD      WRIGHT: 
Brooks,     Alberta,     Canada,     la- 
boured in  Springs,  Durban   and 
Cape  Town. 
LEO       DeMONTE       ANDERSON: 
Cardston,    Alberta,    Canada,    la- 
boured in  Port  Elizabeth,  Boks- 
burg,   Florida,   West   Rand,    and 
Gwelo,  at  which  time  he  was  in 
charge  of  the  Gwelo  area. 
JESSE     LON     GIBB:     Raymond, 
Alberta,     Canada,     laboured     in 
West  Rand,  Durban,  Cape  Town 
and  East  Rand.    While  in  East 
Rand   he  served   as   Supervising 
Elder. 


MERRILL  THOMAS  WHITE- 
HEAD: Claresholm.  Alberta. 
Canada.  Laboured  in  West  Rand. 
East  London  and  Durban.  While 
in  Durban  he  served  as  Supervis- 
ing Elder  of  the  Natal  District 

MELVIN  JAMES  LAWLOR:  White 

Rock,  British  Columbia,  laboured 
m  Cape  Town,  West  Rand, 
Gwelo,  Bulawayo,  Boksburg. 
Brakpan  and  Springs. 

GERALD  HARDING  LAYTON: 

Taber,  Alberta,  Canada,  laboured 
in  East  London,  Johannesburg, 
Pretoria,  and  N'Dola. 

KEITH  LAVAR  ORR:  Fort  Mac 
Leod,  Alberta,  Canada,  laboured 
in  Germiston,  Cape  Town. 
Durban,  Pietermaritzburg,  East 
Rand,   Springs   and   Pretoria. 

JACOB  SORENSEN  WHITE 
HEAD :  Claresholm.  Alberta, 
Canada,  laboured  in  West  Rand, 
East  Rand,  N'Do  a,  Johannes- 
burg and  Cape  Town. 

JAMES  ROBINSON  WHITE 
HEAD:  Claresholm.  Alberta 
Canada,  laboured  in  Durban, 
Johannesburg,  N'Dola  and  Cape 
Town. 


Example  is  more  forcible  than  precept  —  People   look  at  my  six 
davs  in  the  v.eek  to  see  what  I  mean  on  the  seventh — Cecil. 
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ELDER  WRIGHT 


ELDER  GIBB 


ELDER    LAWLOR 


ELDER  LAYTON 


*#    «IUs.,    M~* 
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ELDERS  J.  WHITEHEAD 


ELDER  ORR 
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RELEASED 


LA  VERNE  PARK:  Mowbray,  Cape 
Town,  laboured  in  Durban  and 
Pretoria. 


JEAN  McGILL:  Boksburg,  lar 
boured  in  Cape  Town,  Durban 
and  Port  Elizabeth.  While  in 
Cape  Town  she  served  as  Mis- 
sion Recorder  and  Y.M.I.A.  Mis- 
sion Supervisor. 


TRANSFERS 


Name 

Gordon  Rice 
Roger  Schmidt 
Dennis  Bullock 
Garth  Dahl 
Vaughn   Hunsaker 
Kent  Smith 
Robert  Scully 
Thomas   Goetz 
Doyle  West 
Dale  Heyland 
Gerald  Jordan 
Robert  Milne 
Donn  Park 
Aileen  Cramer 
Thomas  Youd 
Dale  Shreeve 
Kayla  Gibb 
Joseph  Wilson 


From 

Kimberley 

East  Rand 

Salisbury 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Benoni 

Brakpan 

East  London 

Parkhurst 

Bulawayo 

Germiston 

Bloemfontein 

Durban 

Cape  Town 

Johannesburg 

Durban 

Cape  Town 


To 

NDola 

Bulawayo 

Gwelo 

Salisbury 

Brakpan 

Benoni 

Parkhurst 

Witbank 

Johannesburg 

Durban 

Johannesburg 

Pretoria 

Germiston 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

East  London 

Port  Elizabeth 

Kimberley 


APPOINTMENTS 

ELDER  DALE  HEYLAND  as  Supervising  Elder,  Natal  District. 
ELDER  VAUGHN  HUNSAKER  as  Supervising  Elder,  East  Rand  Distirct. 
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FROM  OIR  FILES 


BAPTISMS 
CARTWRIGHT,        Coral        Anna 

(Mowbray);  b.  Douglas  Olson,  c. 

Harold    Jensen,    February    8th, 

1959 
CARTWRIGHT,       Frank      Henry 

(Mowbray) ;  b.  Harold  Jensen,  c. 

Douglas    Olson,    February    8th, 

1959. 
McGREGOR,   Wesley   May    (Mow- 
bray);    b.     Harold     Jensen,     c. 

Douglas     Olson,    February    8th, 

1959. 
BUDD,      Catherine      (Gwelo);      b. 

Kenneth  A.   Svenson,  C.  Leo  D. 

Anderson,  February  1st,  1959. 
BUDD,  Joyce   (Gwelo);    b.  Leo  D. 

Anderson,  c.  Kenneth  A.   Sven- 
son, February  1st,  1959. 
BUDD,  Brenda  (Gwelo);  b.  Henry 

Alfred  Frost,  c.  Leo  D.  Anderson, 

February  1st,  1959. 
DAVIES,         Barbara         Husband 

(Gwelo) ;  b.  Leo  D.  Anderson,  c. 

Henry    Alfred    Frost,    February 

1st,  1959. 
BOBBINS,   Rita    (Fort    Victoria); 

b.  Leo  D.  Anderson,  c.  Kenneth 

A.  Svenson,  February  1st.  1959. 
KIRCHMANN       ,  Anne         Marie 

(Ramah);   b.   Dale    Heyland,    c. 

Dale     Heyland.     February     1st, 

1959. 
LEVY,  Joyce    Kathleen    (Krugers- 

dorp);      b.     Glen     Barfuss.     c. 

Daniel    A.    Cherrett,    February 

1st,   1959. 
Corney,   Maggie   (Port  Elizabeth) ; 

b.  Keith  Wm.  Hubert,  c.  Leonard 
J.  Griffith,  February  1st,   1959. 

CORNEY,  Jennifer  Margaret  (Port 
Elizabeth);  b.  Svlvan  G.  Butler. 

c.  Clarence  R.  Doller,   February 
1st,  1959. 


CORNEY,  Victor  Winston  (Port 
Elizabeth);  b.  Keith  Wm.  Hu- 
bert, c.  Sylvan  G.  Butler, 
February    1st,    1959. 

CORNEY,  Reginald  (Port  Eliza- 
beth); b.  Sylvan  G.  Butler,  c. 
Vincen  Doller,  February  1st, 
1959. 

SAAYMAN,  Miriam  (Port  Eliza- 
beth); b.  Keith  Wm.  Hubert,  c. 
Sylvan  G.  Butler,  February  1st, 
1959 

SAAYMAN,  Michael  Henry  G. 
(Port  Elizabeth);  b.  Sylvan  G. 
Butler,  c.  Keith  Wm.  Hubert, 
February   1st,   1959. 

ORDINATIONS 
MASSEY-HICKS,   Mirvine    George 

(Ramah);  ordained  a  teacher  by 
Wilfred  S.  Wrench,  January 
25th,  1959. 
HOWDEN,  James  Alexander  (Dur- 
ban); ordained  a  deacon  by 
Joseph  M.  Jakins,  January  25th, 
1959. 

BIRTHS 
POWRIE,       Ronald       Stanley       to 

Charles  Kenneth  Powrie  and 
Beatrice  Powrie  at  Florida, 
January  23rd,   1959. 

MARRIAGES 
PETTERSON.    Olga    Beta    to    Eric 
George     Bibb,      <  Mowbray  >.     on 
January  7th,   1959. 

BLESSINGS 
BUDD,       Theresa       (Gwelo);       b. 

Kenneth    A.    Svenson.    February 

1st.    1959. 
BUDD.   Susan    (Gwelo);    b.   Henry 

Alfred  Frost.  February  1st.  1959. 
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DAVIES,  Susan  Lynn  (Gwelo);  b. 
Leo  D.  Anderson,  February  1st, 
1959. 

FREEMAN.  Allan  Campbell  (Gwe- 
lo) ;  b.  Leo  D.  Anderson, 
February   1st.   1959. 

BOBBINS,  Margaret  Anne  (Fort 
Victoria  t ;  b.  Ronald  Thomas 
Robbins.  December  7th   1958. 

FEBBEIBA,  Stephanus  (Ramah); 
b.  Johannes  P.  Brummer,  Decem- 
ber 7th,  1958. 

FERREIRA,  Helen  (Ramah);  b. 
Kenneth  Brian  Chater,  Decem- 
ber 7th,   1958. 

CAHILL,  Lee  Alison  (Ramah);  b. 
Norman  G.  Muir,  January  18th, 
1959 


MEYER,     Gillian      (Ramah);      b. 

Kenneth  Brian  Chater,  February 

1st,  1959. 
POWRIE,    Ronald    Stanley     (Kru- 

gersdorp);     b.     Andries     Naude. 

February  1st,  1959. 
CHERRETT,      Heather     Margaret 

(Krugersdorp);     b.     Deryck     V 

Vice,  February  1st,  1959. 
MeKNIGHT,       Desiree       Barbara 

(Northwestern);       b.      Nicholas 

Hermanus  Van  Staden,  Februarv 

1st,   1959. 
SCHUBACH,       Lorraine       Sharon 

(Durban);  b.  Walter  P.  Randall. 

February  1,  1959. 

DEATHS 
BOCKE,  Samuel  Alexander,  (Mow- 
bray). November  17th,  1959. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL— continued 


to  make  sure  that  chairs,  black- 
board, and  other  furnishings  are  in 
their  proper  places. 

Third — through  classroom  proce- 
cedure.  Orderly  movement  to  and 
from  the  classroom  will  help  the 
spirituality.  If  it  is  a  large  class, 
you  may  have  a  greeter  or  two. 
Classroom  procedure  will  be  orga- 
nised to  take  care  of  business  matters 
at  the  beginning,  and  to  have  an 
orderly  taking  of  the  roll.  Passing 
of  the  roll  through  the  class  while 
the  teacher  is  giving  the  lesson  is 
usually  distracting.  Give  your  class- 
room procedure  dignity.  It  invites 
spirituality. 

Fourth — through  the  development 
of  the  lesson.  Every  lesson  should 
have  a  Latter-day  Saint  ring.  The 
teacher  can  so  help  his  lessons  by 
keeping  his  preparation  close  to  the 
Standard  Works  of  the  Church,  and 
by  relying  upon  recognized  Church 
source  books,  such  as  James  E. 
Talmage's  Jesus  The  Christ  and 
Articles  of  Faith.  In  using  teaching 
aids,  care  should  be  taken  to  select 
those  that  would  build  faith.  For 
example,  pictures  of  angels  with 
wings  should  be  avoided.  The 
positive  should  be  stressed,  and  a 
teaching  aid  should  not  be  used 
simply  because  it  will  attract  atten- 
tion. It  should  contribute  to  the 
lesson  objective. 


Fifth  —  the  pupils  themselves. 
"Good  thoughts  are  no  better  than 
good  dreams,  except  they  be  put 
into  action,"  said  one  wise  man. 
Lessons  on  Sunday  will  have  more 
spiritual  meaning  if  the  teacher 
helps  her  pupils  to  live  the  lessons 
after  leaving  the  classroom.  I  re- 
call a  teacher  in  Pioche,  Nevada 
who  gathered  her  class  members  at 
her  home  each  Sunday  evening,  and 
together  they  attended  sacrament 
meeting.  Help  your  pupils  to  live 
during  the  week  the  lesson  of  the 
Good  Samaritan,  of  the  Ten  Lepers, 
and  the  other  lessons  you  teach 
during  the  year. 

Sixth — through  the  teacher  him- 
self. Believe  what  you  teach,  and 
live  the  lessons  you  give.  Your 
personal  appearance  will  add  to 
spirituality  in  your  classroom  if  you 
are  neat,  cheerful,  and  genuinely 
interested  in  your  pupils.  Remember, 
you  are  the  model  of  your  class. 
Don't  let  them  down  through  an  act 
that  does  not  square  with  your 
teachings.  Be  the  kind  of  teacher 
that  will  invite  your  pupils  to  take 
you  into  their  confidence  with  their 
problems. 

Noah  Webster  has  said  that  to 
spiritualize  is  "to  purify  from  the 
corrupting  influences  of  the  world. " 
Make  your  lessons  do  just  that 


Where  the  speech  is  corrupted,  the  mind  is  also. — Seneca. 
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LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

reported  by  D.  E.  Charsley 
We  were  very  sorry  to  bid  Bro. 
and  Sis.  Leonard  Clarke  and 
family  adieu  when  they  left  for 
Salisbury.  Their  good  work  here 
was  sincerely  appreciated.  Our  loss 
has  certainly  been  Salisbury's  gain. 
We  pray  the  Lord's  choicest  bless- 
ings to  be  with  them  in  their  new 
location. 

Our  Christmas  Tree  and  the 
Carols  by  Candlelight  on  Christ- 
mas Eve.  sponsored  by  the  Sun- 
day School,  were  an  unequaled 
success.  The  young  carol  singers 
worked  hard  and  deserved  their 
success. 


THE  BUNCHES 
HEPOHT 


Very  welcome  guests  to  this 
function  were  Bro.  and  Sis.  Garnet 
Atkins  and  family  from  Broken 
Hill.  We  enjoyed  having  them 
spend  Christmas  with  the  Branch 
— not  to  mention  the  fact  that 
Bro.  Atkins  made  a  superb  Santa. 

It  was  with  regret  that  we  bade 
the  two  Elders  Jake  and  Jim 
Whitehead  goodbye.  They  gained 
many  friends  in  this  area  where 
they  laboured  so  diligently. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to 
our  new  missionaries  in  Northern 
Rhodesia  —  Elders  G.  Layton,  G. 
Harding,  D.  Sherwood  and  R. 
Whitehead.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  in  their  labours. 


-//- 


EAST   LONDON  BRANCH 

reported  by  Rita  Corrigan 
After  the  hustle  and  bustle  of 
preparations  for  Christmas  and 
New  Year  festivities,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  East  London  Branch 
have  settled  down  once  more  to  a 
quiet  and  normal  life. 

During  January  we  were  happy 
to  welcome  old  friends  in  our 
midst  —  Ian  McCallum  from  Wit- 
bank  and  Sister  Peggy  Hertog, 
Mr.  Hertog,  their  son,  Ronnie, 
and  a  friend  from  Bulawayo  who 


have  been  in  East  London  on 
holiday. 

Lindsay  Wiblin  from  Durban 
was  on  a  scout  camping  vacation 
in  East  London  and  we  were 
pleased  to  make  the  acquaintance 
of  this  faithful  young  member 
and  hoped  he  enjoyed  his  stay  in 
our  fair  city. 

A  fireside  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Bro.  Marriott  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, January  11.  Elders  West  and 
Pilling  showed  some  interesting 
slides,  mostly  of  scenes  in  Utah 
and  Canada,  and  each  picture 
was  accompanied  by  suitable  com- 
ments. We  regret  so  few  mem- 
bers were  able  to  attend. 

The  good  news  that  Bro.  Melvin 
and  Sis.  Elaine  Jubber  in  Leth- 
bridge,  Canada,  have  been  blessed 
with  a  lovely  little  daughter,  born 
September,  1958,  has  reached  us. 
We  are  sure  that  young  Vernon 
and  Gary  adore  their  baby  sister 
and  that  Aunt  Beryl  Schoekel  has 
her  fair  share  of  the  baby  too. 
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RAM  AH   BRANCH 

reported  by  Gerald  P.   Meyer 
The   M.I.A.   held  a   watermellon 
bust  and  swimming  party  on  the 
evening   of  the  sixth  of   January. 
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Twenty-five  members  turned  out 
for  a  swim  at  the  Rhodes  Park 
on  a  lovely  summer  evening.  After 
the  swim  the  group  returned  to 
Ramah  to  do  justice  to  eight 
watermellons.  The  watermellons 
disappeared  quickly  and  all  had 
an  enjoyable  time.  Everyone 
agreed  that  this  should  happen 
again. 

With  the  Wrench  and  Andrew 
Louw  families  back  from  their 
holidays  in  Cape  Town,  Ramah  is 
beginning  to  look  the  same  again. 
This  correspondent  doesn't  know 
exactly  who  and  where  those  on 
holiday  went,  but  toward  the  end 
of  December,  if  one  of  you  had 
attended  a  meeting  at  Ramah,  he 
would  have  thought  that  a  general 
apostacy  had  taken  place.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  the  benches 
are  again  filling  up.  We  hope  all 
had  a  very  happy  holiday. 

In  preparation  for  the  forth- 
coming M.I. A.  convention  in 
March,  President  and  Sister  Fisher 
paid  our  branch  a  visit.  We  are 
pleased  and  honoured  to  once 
again  be  host  for  the  convention. 
We  expect  a  record  attendance, 
and  Ramah  extends  a  welcome  to 
all.  Please  write  and  tell  us  you 
are  coming,  and  we'll  make  pre- 
parations for  you.  Brother  Johann 
Brummer  has  been  merciless  in 
his  treatment  of  the  choir,  practi- 
cing new  songs  and  rehearsing  the 
old  favourites.  We  expect  the 
music  to  be  an  outstanding  high 
light  of  the  festival. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Presi- 
dent Ken  Powrie  and  his  two 
counsellors,  Brothers  Patterson 
and  Faber  in  the  Transvaal  dis- 
trict presidency  in  attendance  at 
our  branch  conference.  Brothers 
Gordon  Dell  and  Andrew  Louw 
were  released  from  their  duties  as 
counsellors  to  President  Brian 
Chater.  New  counsellors  to  Presi- 
dent Chater  are  Brother  Wilfred 
Wrench  and  Brother  Tex  W. 
Smith.  Our  thanks  to  Brothers 
Gordon  and  Andrew  for  their 
leadership  and  inspiration  during 
their  term  of  office,  and  our  best 
wishes  go  out  to  all  of  those  called 
to  new  positions  in  our  branch. 

Our  Relief  Society  resumes  acti- 
vity after  the  summer  recess  on 


the  twenty-ninth  of  January.  We 
hope  the  sisters  haven't  lost  any 
of  their  enthusiasm  during  the 
past  month.  The  Relief  Society 
has  taken  upon  itself  the  project 
of  raising  funds  for  a  nursery  here 
at  Ramah.  Good  luck  to  the  Sis- 
ters in  this  project. 

Our  branch  will  greatly  miss 
Brother  Ron  and  Sister  Gloria 
Taylor  and  family,  who  are  de- 
parting for  Canada  soon.  A  fare- 
well party  in  their  honour  was 
held  on  the  twenty-third  of 
January.  We  extend  our  thanks 
to  the  Taylors  for  the  service  they 
have  rendered  to  the  Ramah 
branch,  especially  to  Sister  Gloria 
for  her  Primary  work.  Our  very 
best  wishes  and  our  prayers  go 
with  them  to  their  new  life  and 
home  in  Canada. 

// 


SPRINGS 

reported  by  V.  C.  van  Niekerk 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that 
Branch  activities  are  meeting  with 
success  here.  The  Relief  Society 
resumed  activities  with  a  well- 
attended  and  very  successful  beetle 
drive.  The  MIA  started  off  with  a 
night  of  sport  and  games  which  was 
also  a  fine  success  and  Sister  Hut- 
ton  reports  increased  interest  and 
enthusiasm  in  the  genealogical 
classes  held  each  Sunday  after- 
noon. 

A  welcome  visitor  to  our  Priest- 
hood class  on  the  25th  January 
was  Brother  N.G.  Muir  who 
addressed  the  class  on  the  impor- 
tance and  value  of  the  Priesthood 
in  action.  Sister  Edie  Muir 
addressed  the  Geneological  class 
in  the  afternoon.  Just  recently 
President  and  Sister  Louw  toured 
the  Free  State  Branches  and  upon 
their  return  gave  us  a  very  pleasing 
account  of  the  Saints  steadfastness 
in  the  Gospel  in  these  branches. 
It  was  indeed  a  pleasure  to  hear 
from  Sister  Louw  after  such  a  long 
absence  from  the  local  plupit. 

Sister  Beverley-June  Louw  is  now 
attending  Art  School  in  Johannes- 
burg. We  wish  her  every  success 
in  this  field  of  study.  We  extend 
to  Sister  Louw  our  warmest  con- 
gratulations on  her  recent  success 
in  winning  the  66§  yards  free  style 
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women's  section  swimming  com- 
petition at  E.R.P.M.  where  she 
carried  off  the  silver  trophy.  Not 
to  be  outdone,  her  brother  Brian 
proudly  carried  off  a  trophy  won 
at  Benoni  at  an  inter-school  swim- 
ming gala. 

On  return  from  Ramah  one  night 
recently,  Branch  President  Douglas 
Hulbert  hit  a  cow  on  the  road,  ex- 
tensively damaging  his  car.  For 
tunately  none  of  the  young  breth- 
ren received  anything  more  serious 
than  mild  shock  and  minor 
scratches. 

We  welcome  back  into  our 
branch  Brother  Raymond  Phillips 
who  has  been  transferred  back  to 
Springs  from  Welkom,  and  sincere- 
ly hope  that  he  will  soon  be  active- 
ly engaged  in  our  Branch.  And  we 
are  very  happy  to  learn  that 
Brother  Futter  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Largo  Collieries,  some- 
what closer  to  Springs.  We  hope 
to  see  more  of  this  good  family  at 
our  meetings. 

On  the  15th  of  this  month  we 
were  pleased  to  make  the  acquain- 
tance of  Brother  Neville  W.  Cramer 
from  Cape  Town,  who  came  from 
military  camp  at  Potchefstroom  to 
attend  Sunday  School.  Brother 
John  Hugo  is  now  attending  board- 
ing school  at  Belfour.  We  sin- 
cerely pray  that  the  young  brother 
will  be  happy  in  his  new  environ- 
ment. 

On  our  sick  list  for  the  month 
have  been  Sister  Ann  Jubber's 
children  who  suffered  an  attack  jf 
the  mumps,  but  are  now  happily 
recovered  again.  We  regret  that 
Brother  Jan  van  Mollendorph  is 
once  again  off  sick.  We  pray  for 
the  brother's  speedy  recovery. 


-//- 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

reported  by  Sis  Lion  Cachet 
With  the  excitement  of  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year  behind  us  we 
have   been   able    to    resume    our 
normal  activities. 

A  dance,  held  at  Ramah  on  Old 
Year's  Eve.  was  attended  by  Bro. 
and  Sis.  Bibb  and  Bro.  and  Sis. 
Lion  Cachet.  They  enjoyed  them- 
selves very  much.  There  was 
dancing  to  records  and  a  lovely 
braaivleis  was  held  outside  where 
everybody  was  able  to  braai  their 


meat  and  chat  about  the  old  year 
and  coming  new  year. 

Relief  Society  is  still  in  recess 
but  the  sisters  gathered  for  a 
lovely  evening  of  entertainment  at 
the  new  Pat  Boone  show  "Mardi 
Gras".  They  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themselves  and  everyone  had  to 
run  afterwards  to  catch  their 
buses  and  meet  husbands  who  had 
come  to  take  them  home. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  see  that 
Bro.  Carl  Kunitz  is  well  enough 
to  have  started  work.  We  hope 
that  he  will  remain  well  and 
strong. 

// 


NORTH  WESTERN  BRANCH 

reported   by  Bertha  Wagener 

Hello  to  all  the  saints  in  Africa. 
Relief  Society  opened  on  the  4th 
with  a  social  and  a  film  show  on 
the  Book  of  Mormon  after  delicious 
eats  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

We  were  indeed  pleased  to  have 
the  District  Presidency,  President 
I.  C.  Louw  and  Sister  Louw  at  our 
Branch  Conference  on  the  14th. 
and  also  Brother  Faber  who  gave 
us  some  very  good  advice. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  McKnight  on  the  blessing  of 
their  baby  Desiree. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  Elder 
Heyland  will  be  leaving  us.  He 
will  be  greatly  missed  by  the 
North  Western  Branch.  We  want 
to  wish  him  success  in  his  new 
field  of  labour. 

// 

BULAWAYO 

reported  by  Elder  Donald  Harper 

We  are  happy  to  report  that 
all  is  well  at  the  Bulawayo  Branch. 
Primary  and  Relief  Society  are 
now  in  full  swing  after  the  Christ- 
mas recess.  We  are  pleased  to  see 
Sister  Hertog  and  family  looking 
so  well  after  their  wonderful  vaca- 
tion at  East  London,  and  to  report 
that  Brother  Reeder  is  now  on  his 
feet.  We  wish  him  a  complete  and 
speedy  recovery. 

Our  heartiest  congratulations  *.o 
the  proud  parents  and  grand- 
parents on  the  safe  arrival  ( f 
of  William  Alexander  Jubber, 
Junior. 

Hello    and    tot    siens    to    Elder 
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Bullock.  It  was  nice  meeting  you, 
but  we  were  sorry  to  see  you  leave 
so  soon.  Your  gain,  Gwelo — our 
loss. 


-//- 


MOVVBRAY 

reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

Our  Branch  Conference  was 
held  on  Sunday,  25th  January. 
The  three  sessions  were  fairly  well 
attended  and  the  many  members 
and  friends  who  came  to  the  ser- 
vice were  thrilled  with  the  talks 
and  musical  items.  At  the  morn- 
ing session,  we  heard  from  all  the 
presidents  of  the  various  auxilia- 
ries, as  they  told  of  their  aims  for 
the  ysar  and  of  the  wonderful  pur- 
poses for  which  these  organiza- 
tions were  brought  into  being.  To 
many  of  us,  these  aims  and  objects 
have  been  a  source  of  inspiration 
for  some  time  past,  but  they  were 
new  thoughts  for  others.  To  each 
of  us  came  the  desire  to  serve  the 
Lord  to  the  fullest  capacity  in  the 
positions  to  which  we  have  been 
called  for  this  year.  The  new 
organ  was  put  to  full  use  by  Bro- 
ther Hugh  Helm  and  Brother 
Gary  Fisher  during  the  various 
services.  The  tots  from  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  sang  to  us  and 
thrilled  us  anew  with  their  un- 
questioning faith.  At  the  evening 
session,  the  speakers  were  our 
Branch  President,  and  President 
and  Sister  Fisher.  Their  messages 
stirred  us  afresh  as  we  listened  to 
them.  The  Choir  sang  two  splen- 
did "Hallelujahs"  —  the  first  by 
Beethoven  and  the  second  Han- 
del's "Hallelujah  Chorus."  We  feel 
fortunate  to  have  the  chance  of 
hearing  so  much  good  music  so 
often.  We  join  our  prayers  to  all 
those  who  spoke,  that  the  Lord 
may  bless  and  prosper  the  work  of 
His  church  in  this  land  and  that 
we  may  all  be  humble  workers 
striving  to  bring  about  His  King- 
dom here  upon  the  earth. 

We  have  very  much  enjoyed  the 
visit  of  Brother  Hugh  and  Sister 
Jill  Helm  from  Grahamstown.  We 
can  assure  them  that  we  still  rmss 
them  at  "Cumorah"  and  should 
like  to  see  much  more  of  them 
and  of  young  Nicholas. 

The   Relief   Society   swung   into 


action  with  a  social  on  January 
29th.  This  was  well  attended  by 
the  Sisters.  A  preview  of  the  les- 
sons for  1959  was  given  by  the 
teachers  in  the  various  depart- 
ments. These  lessons  promise  to 
be  very  interesting  this  year.  A 
presentation  was  made  to  Sister 
Beatrice  E.  Smith  who  has  been 
released  from  the  position  of  Se- 
cretary after  nine  years.  We  were 
then  entertained  with  a  very  lively 
debate  on  the  motion  that  the  way 
to  a  man's  heart  is  through  his 
stomach.  It  seemed  that  the  Re- 
lief Society  think  that  is  the  way 
to  a  woman's  heart  too — judging 
by  the  refreshments  that  were 
served ! 

Primary  opened  their  session 
with  a  social  for  the  little  folk  on 
the  4th  February.  The  children 
are  certainly  enthusiastic  about 
their  own  organization. 

The  Geneological  Society  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  program  on  Sun- 
day February  1st.  The  talks  and 
reading  were  very  interesting  and 
again  stressed  the  great  importance 
of  this  work  of  love  for  our  an- 
cestors. A  delightful  song,  "The 
Temples  of  the  Lord"  was  rendered 
by  Miss  Milja  van  der  Linden. 

We  welcome  into  membership  in 
the  Church,  Sister  McGregor,  Bro- 
ther Frank  and  Sister  Carol  Cart- 
wright  and  Sister  Dianne  Fisher. 
We  pray  that  they  may  always 
find  happiness  following  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Gospel. 

Work  Meeting  at  Relief  Society 
is  taking  a  new  turn  this  year. 
After  the  Home  Management,  we 
are  all  receiving  tips  on  good 
dressmaking  from  that  experienced 
teacher.  Sister  May  Rayner.  These 
hints  are  of  inestimable  worth  to 
the  Sisters  who  strive  to  make  a 
success  of  their  needlework.  After 
the  lesson,  all  present  were  served 
with  refreshments — such  as  the 
Relief  Society  are  famous  for. 

Brother  John  Wilson  and  family 
have  been  holidaying  at  Scar- 
borough. We  are  certain  that  they 
have  had  a  glorious  time  as  the 
weather  has  been  well-nigh  perfect. 

A  baby  shower  was  arranged  by 
the  Relief  Society  on  the  19th. 
The  lucky  recipient  for  the  dainty 
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garments     etc.,     was     Sister     Ria 
Maritz. 

Among  those  who  have  been  i!l 
during  the  month  were  Sister  May 
Jennings  and  Sister  Martha  Zinn, 
who  was  the  victim  of  a  fall.  We 
pray  that  all  of  our  invalids  will 
enjoy  better  health  in  the  near 
future. 

// 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 

reported  by  Sister  A.  Vandoros 
After  a  full  December,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Salisbury  Branch  have 
settled  down  again  into  compara- 
tive quiet. 

The  M.I.A.  here  is  flourishing 
and  the  Friday  meetings  are 
being  well  attended.  The  room, 
where    we   meet,   in  the  home   of 


Brother  and  Sister  Hodgkiss,  is 
beginning  to  strain  at  the  seams. 
Those  concerned  with  the  organiz- 
ing of  the  M.I.A.  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  a  fine  job.  Sunday 
School  is  also  growing. 

The  Branch  now  has  a  quartette 
under  the  able  direction  of  Sister 
Ho^o-kiss. 

Sister  Trotter  has  not  been  very 
well  lately  but  is  getting  back  on 
her  feet. 

Although  we  are  having  to 
vacate  our  present  hall  on  Moffat 
Street,  we  now  have  a  lovely 
pulpit  and  a  music  stand  to  grace 
our  future  meeting  place. 

We  have  all  started  this  New 
Year  with  enthusiasm  and  love  in 
our  hearts. 


WHAT    THINK   YE  — continued 


rection  than  any  other  man  who 
ever  lived. 

In  answer  to  the  question: 
"What  think  ye  of  Christ,"  this 
great  prophet  declared:  "He  lives! 
For  we  saw  Him,  even  on  the  right 
hand  of  God,  and  we  heard  the 
voice  bearing  record  that  he  is 
the  only  Begotten  of  the  Father." 
—  To  Latter-day  Saints,  "He  is  no 
longer  on  the  Cross."  "Neither  is 
He  still  on  trial."  The  tomb  was 
empty  and  "Christ  is  risen  the 
first  fruits  of  them  who  slept." 

The  resurrection  is  real  to 
Latter-day  Saints.  Every  Sunday 
we  commemorate  the  crucifixion 
of  our  Lord.  The  Sacrament  com- 
prehends the  whole  life  and  mis- 
sion of  the  Saviour.  It  compre- 
hends his  Godhood,  his  place  as 
head  of  His  Kingdom,  his  birth, 
his  mission,  the  giving  of  his  life 
.  .  .  the  Resurrection  ...  It  com- 
prehends His  love  and  a  promise 
to  those  who  will  obey  His  laws 
and    commandments. 

Prior  to  the  birth  of  the  Saviour 
the  law  of  sacrifice  was  introduced 
to  commemorate  the  Saviour's 
mission  in  mortality.  The  frior>d  of 
an  animal  was  shed  in  similitude 
of  the  blood  that  would  be  spilled 
by  Jesus. 

Just  before  the  crucifixion,  Our 
Lord  introduced  the  sacrament 
which  took  the  place  of  the  Law 


of  Sacrifice.  Its  purpose  was  to 
remind  us  all  of  His  broken  body 
and  blood  shed  in  our  behalf. 

The  Sabbath  was  changed  from 
the  last  day  of  the  week  to  the 
Lord's  day  or  the  first  day  of  the 
w^ek,  in  honour  of  the  day  our 
Saviour  was  raised  from  the  dead. 

Commemoration  was  not  to  be 
yearly  but  a  weekly  event  and  so 
technically  speaking  every  Sunday 
is  Easter  Sunday  -to  a  Latter-day 
Saint.  We  have  often  been  cri- 
ticised because  we  do  not  follow 
the  custom  of  other  churches  in 
commemorating  Easter  ...  we  only 
have  one  answer  and  that  is  as 
exp!ained  before  and  I  repeat  .  .  . 
Every  Sundav  we  participate  in  an 
ordinance  that  comprehends  all  of 
the  significance  of  Easter. 

We  are  living  in  a  wonderful  day 
and  age.  The  dispensation  of  the 
fullness  of  time.  A  time  when  our 
Saviour  is  to  come  to  earth  again, 
to  rule  as  King  of  Kings  and  Lord 
of  Lords. 

Yes  there  are  many  reasons  why 
we  should  stop  and  ponder  the 
question  .  .  .  "What  think  ye  of 
Christ".  He  stands  ready  to  save 
the  world  and  mankind  if  we  will 
a^ept  Him  and  His  teachings.  "I 
am  the  resurrection  and  the  life; 
he  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live." 
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They  laid  Him  in  the  sepulchre 

Toward  the  eventide, 

With  fretful  care  and  in  despair 

The  stone  was  rolled  to  hide 

The  portal  and  they  left  in  sombre 

Silence  then  to  mourn. 

But  midnight  held  the  embryo  of 

A  great  and  glorious  dawn. 

Dawn  Breaks  !     The  deep  dark 

Shrouds  of  night  have  rolled  away  the  stone. 

The  angel  stands  with  lifted  hands, 

The  glorious  work  is  done. 

Salvation  and  eternal  life  to  all 

Who  would  give  heed. 

Oh,  Yes  !     'tis  truly  wonderful — 

The  Lord  is  risen  indeed. 

.  .  .  Luke  24 :  34 
Bernard  Milne  (Mowbray) 
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WHEN  I  KNEEL  .  .  . 

When  in  the  stillness  of  my  room 
I  kneel  me  down  to  pray, 
I  ask  my  Father  way  up  there 
To  guide  me  here  this  day. 

I  ask  for  blessings  on  this  earth 
For  wife  and  children  too, 
To  help  us  in  our  daily  lives 
And  show  us  what  to  do. 

I  thank  Him  for  his  wondrous  love 
That  guides  me  to  his  home  above, 
That  sets  a  crown  upon  my  head 
Thai  I  might  live  when  I  am  dead. 

I  thank  Him  for  His  promise  given 
That  I  may  dwell  with  Him  when  risen, 
Surrounded  then  with  glory  rife 

With  parents,  children  and  a  wife 
I  thank  Him  for  that  promise  true 
That  all  dear  friends  can  be  the^e  too  !  ! 

Edward  Tewson.   (Primrose) 
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